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NBOME	synthetic	drug	falls	under	Kentucky	laws	
In	the	last	year,	there	have	been	a	number	of	stories	of	a	new	drug	referred	to	as	NBOME	
which	has	been	associated	with	overdose	deaths	around	the	country.		In	addition,	users	of	
this	substance	can	become	very	aggressive	and	uncooperative.		NBOME	also	called	by	the	
street	names	of	N‐Bomb,	Smiles	and	251,	25C	and	25B.		The	drug	creates	an	effect	similar	
to	LSD.		Although	some	news	stories	refer	to	it	as	a	synthetic	drug,	in	Kentucky,	four	
variants	are	covered	under	KRS	218A.050(5)	as	Schedule	I	controlled	substances.		NBOME	
is	also	covered	by	a	Drug	Enforcement	Agency	emergency	rule	dated	November	15,	2013,	
which	adds	three	“synthetic	phenethylamines”	to	the	Controlled	Substances	Act	(21	CFR	
part	1308)	temporarily,	until	more	permanent	action	may	be	taken.					
Of	particular	note,	NBOME	is	often	distributed	on	blotter	paper,	similar	to	LSD,	or	in	its	
liquid	form.			If	an	officer	suspects	they	may	be	dealing	with	NBOME,	due	to	its	extreme	
toxicity	and	ease	of	absorption,	using	gloves	and	appropriate	evidence	packaging	is	highly	
recommended.		
	


